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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the
County of Coos, in the State of New Hampshire,
qualified to vote in town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said Town, on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of
March, next, at ten o'clock in the forenoon to act up-
on the following subjects:
1. To vote and bring in ballots for the election of
Town Officers to be elected by ballot for the Town of
Columbia for the ensuing year,
2. To see if the Town will instruct its Selectmen to
appoint all other Town Officers as required by law.
3. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary for the support of the poor for the year ensuing.
4. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary for Old Age, Blind and Disability Assistance for
the year ensuing.
5. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary for the repairs of highways and bridges.
6. To see if the Town will vote to authorize its Se-
lectmen to take such action regarding plowing or
otherwise keeping winter roads open in said Town
for the year ensuing, as in their judgment seems
most conducive to the best interests of the Town, and
appropriate money for the same.
7. To see if the Town will vote to accept State Aid
for Construction of Class V roads and raise and ap-
propriate or set aside for said purpose the sum of
$481.47, the State to contribute the sum of $3,209.78.
8. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Se-
lectmen to apply any surplus remaining in their
hands at the end of the fiscal year 1960 to the defray-
ing of Town charges for the fiscal year 1961 in order
to effect a proportionate reduction of the amount to
be raised by taxes.
3
9. To see what sum or sums the Town will vote to
fix as the price per day for hiring manual labor,
equipment and trucks for work on Town roads.
10. To see if the Town will vote to direct the Se-
lectmen and other Town officials to employ residents
of the Town for all Town work, provided no unneces-
sary additional expense shall thereby be incurred by
the Town.
11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $55.44 (being T/lOOOths of 1%
of the assessed valuation) for the purpose of uniting
with the 45 other towns in the White Mountains Re-
gion Association in publicizing and otherwise promot-
ing the natural and commercial factors upon which
the economy of the North Country is based.
12. To see what action the Town will take with
reference to hiring the Colebrook Fire Precinct for
the purpose of extinguishing fires in said Town, and
in the event of favorable action to make necessary
appropriation for the same.
13. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary for the upkeep of cemeteries.
14. To see if the Tov/n will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to incur debts for temporary loans in an-
ticipation of the taxes for the ensuing year, and to
pay such debts out of tax money when the same is
received.
15. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to administer or dispose of any real estate
acquired by the Town through Tax Collector's deeds.
16. To see whether the Town will vote to discon-
tinue the public library now maintained in said Town
of Columbia, in accordance with New Hampshire Re-
vised Statutes Annotated, Chapter 202, Section 5, in
the event of discontinuance the library property of
the Town to be loaned or disposed of by the Library
Trustees, subject to the approval of the State Library
Commission.
17. To see what sum of money the Town will raise
for the subject of Town Charges for the ensuing year.
18. To see what sum the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate for the purpose of cutting and removing
the bushes from the side of the highways in such
places as the Selectmen think most expedient.
19. To see if the Town will vote to accept the re-
ports of agents, auditors, Selectmen and all other offi-
cers, and ratify and confirm the same.
20. To transact any other business which may
legally come before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seals this Twenty-




Selectmen of Columbia, N. H.































Less: 179 Poll Taxes 358.00
Net Amount to be raised bv Property Taxes $31,727.96
Tax Rate ' $5.20
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Cash in hands of Treasurer $19,362.67
Unredeemed Taxes (from sale on account of)
Levy of 1960 2,290.36
Levy of 1959 860.35
Levy of 1958 92.79
Previous Years 751.14
Uncollected Taxes:
Levy of 1960 1,196.14
Levy of 1959 139.99
Levy of 1958 12.00
Previous Years 378.09
State Head Taxes Levy of 1960 135.00
State Head Taxes Previous Years 30.00
Total Assets $25,248.53
Liabilities :
Due School District $21,836.50
State Head Taxes Uncollected due State 135.00
Total Liabilities $21,971.50
Excess Assets over Liabilities 3,277.03
$25,248.53
Net Surplus 12/31/59 $ 6,820.05
Net Surplus 12/31/60 3,277.03
Increase in Surplus $ 3,543.02
INVOICE OF PROPERTY




Stock in Trade 4,000.00
22 Horses 2,975.00
517 Cows 51,510.00
53 Neat Stock 4,515.00
12 Sheep 120.00
4000 Fowl 2,000.00
Gasoline Pumps and Tanks 625.00
Wood and Lumber 7,981.00
Total Gross Valuation $625,187.00
Less Soldiers' Exemptions 15,034.00
Net Valuatoin on which $610', 153.00
tax rate is computed x 5.20
$31,727.96
Breakdown of Tax Rate :





Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1960 $25,027.18
Adjustment of State Audit 135.63
G. A. Jackson from Trust Funds 10.00
School District >^ printing 1959 Reports 115.00
Railroad Tax 265.49
Savings Bank Tax .59
Auto Permits, Harry Lang 342.42
Auto Permits, Gloria Mercer 1,591.71
Dog Permits, Gloria Mercer 48.00
Filing Fees 4.00
School District i^ of 1960 Reports 98.00
St. of N. H. Class V Roads 2,113.42
St. of N. H., Forest Comm. Aid 1,051.39
Marshall & Kent, R. Prem. W. C. Audit 19.29
James Mercer, Tax Collector 35,510:96
Town of Leming-ton for Columbia Bridge 361.64
Lynn Parkhurst 5.00




Thelma Covell, Audit $ 10.00
Gladys Pilbro, Supervisor 75.00
Ernest Pilbro, Supervisor 75.00
Ellery Adair, Supervisor 75.00
Chas. H. White, Selectman 150.00
Clyde Shallow, Selectman 150.00
Lynn Parkhurst 150.00
Clyde Shallow, Overseer of Poor 44.50
James Mercer, Tax Collector 150.00
Gloria Mercer, Town Clerk 150'.00




Assessors Ass'n dues $ 3.00
Brown & Saltmarsh, supplies 28.52
Chas. H. White 37.48
Thelma Covell, clerical 109.00
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News & Sentinel, notices, supplies, etc. 73.05
Andrew George, bonds 77.00
News & Sentinel, ballots 9.25
Warren A. Bartlett, cards 13.92
Chas. Hardy, Clerk Ass'n dues 3.C0
Ida Rowell, Tax Collectors' Ass'n dues 3.00
Stickney Pharmacy, file holders 2.30
Braham Pub. Co. 7.35
Plill's Dept. Store, supplies 1-C4
News & Sentinel, reports 212.22
Caledonia Typewriter 65.03'
Brown & Saltmarsh 18.57
Gloria Mercer, copying blotter & expenses 197.24
Hill's Dept. Store 1.33
Clyde Shallow, expenses 75.00
Harry Lang 110.50
N. H. Tax Commission, audit 154.49
Chas. White, expenses 85.00
James Mercer, Tax Collector, expenses 173.90
Gloria Mercer, Expenses of Town Clerk 33.02
Election and Registration:
Myrtle Parker, Ballot Clerk
Lina Breen, Ballot Clerk
Mary White, Ballot Clerk
Elaine Rainville, Ballot Clerk
Alda Jackson, Ballot Clerk
Milton Adair, Moderator
Police :
Lynn Parkhurst (police and exp.)
Town Buildings :
Washburn Lumber Co., wood for garage
Lights : Town buildings
Andrew Jackson, piling wood
Lynn Parkhurst, garage roof
Lyman Forbes, garage roof
$ 460.27
Fire:
Town of Stratford, Chappie fire $ 20.00
Harry Lang 10.04




Grass fire back of Parkhurst garage 74.50
$ 235.04
Bounties :
Irving- Blodgett, hedgehogs $ 9.50
Clyde Shallow, hedgehogs 17.00
Chas. H. White, hedgehogs 16.50
$ 43.00
Summer Roads :
Chas. H. White, truck, gravel, etc. $ 1,493.80
Clyde Shallow 31.50
Alfred Bunnell 3.00
Chas. J. White, grading 162.00
Kenneth Fox 9.00
Verne Reynolds 27.00
New England Metal Culvert 225.80
Irving Blodgett 12.00
G. B. Currier, chloride 593.35
Bernard Rowland, grading 326.25
Kibby Equipment, repair 79.07
National Paving, construction 69.CK)
Town of Colebrok, grading 416.00





Town of Colebrook, grading 272.00
$ 6,179.12
Cutting Bushes :
Earl Cass $ 312.00
Town Road Aid 483.75
Winter Roads :
Nugent Motor Corp., repairs $ 73.19
Farmers Feed & Supply, salt, etc. 314.87
P. A. Hicks & Sons, parts 35.93
Kibby Equipment Co. 123.07
Edmund Owen, mileage 54.00
Gulf Oil Corp., gas and oil 379.26
C. J. Lewis 155.99
Columbia Steel, parts 258.65
Beaver Falls Garage 1,225.89
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Gerard Richards, moving bulldozer
Frances Jacqiie
Ivan Nason
Worthly Odell $ 473.31
Town Poor :
Junior Gadwah, wood ij^ 31.00
Junior Gadwah, lights 13.22
Junior Gadwah, oil 10.22
Paul Poulin, lights 12.20
Glen Smith, County Hospital 40.00







Adv. and Regional Assn.:
White Mt. Region Assn.
Taxes Bought by Town
Interest on Loan
Town Construction:
Lynn Parkhurst & Sons, material for bridge
Chas. H. White, oil
Raymond White, labor on bridge
Chas. H. White, labor on bridge
Glen Smith
Lynn Parkhurst, men and truck
$ 765.58
State of New Hampshire :




Current Year Levy of 1960












































Total Commitment $ 995.00
Penalties Collected 16.00
$ 1,011.00
Remittances to Treasurer :




Uncollected as per list 135.00
$ 1,011.
State Head Tax Levy of 1959
rjncollected as of 1/1/60 $ 235.00
Added during- year 30.00
Penalties collected during year 19.00
Total Debits $ 284.00
Remittances to Treasurer during 1960:




Uncollected as per list 30.00
$ 284.00
SUMMARY OF SALES ACCOUNT 12/31/60
Taxes Sold Town During Fiscal Year
Prev.
1960 1959 1958 Years
$2,290.36 $2,864.01 $676.24 $1,037.79
Remittance to
Treasurer 2,003.66 583.45 286.65
Unredeemed at
close of year $2,290.36 $ 860.35 $ 92.79 $ 751.14
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HARRY LANG, Jan. 1 to March 8, 1960
Cash on hand 1/1/60 $25,027.78
Chang^e as per State audit 135.63
Receipts Jan. 1 to March 8, 1960 1,618.24
Total Receipts $26,781.65
Expenditures Jan. 1 to March 8th 16,747.92
Balance March 8th, 1960 $10,033.73
During the year I have recorded 6 births, 5 deaths,
and 3 marriage licenses.
Licenses have been paid me on dogs
amounting to $ 56.00
I have issued licenses on
Automobiles amounting to
:
16 Permits for 1959 20lO7
256 Permits for 1960 2,470.50
$ 2,546.57
These sums I have paid to the Treasurer.
GLORIA MERCER, Town Clerk
Treasurer's Report
Cash on hand March 8, 1960 $ 9,953.73
Received from all sources 48,159.96
$58,113.69
Less Selectmen's orders 38,751.02
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1960 $19,362.67
Rank balance $19,673.65






Mary A. Walker March 4, 1946
Balance Jan. 1, 1960 $ 474.25
Income during year 14.49
Expended during year 8.00
Balance Dec. 31, 1960 480.74
Farmers & Traders National Bank
Care in East Columbia Cemetery
Mrs. Warren Marshall Aug. 29, 1935
Balance Jan. 1, 1960 77.40
Income during year 2.36
Expended during year none
Balance Dec. 31, 1960 79.76
Farmers & Traders National Bank
Care in East Columbia Cemetery
Ellen Cleveland March 27, 1933
Balance Jan. 1, 1960 118.27
Income during year 3.63
Expended during year 6.00
Balance Dec. 31, 1960 115.90
Farmers & Traders National Bank
Care in East Columbia Cemetery
Henry Forrestall Est. Sept. 3, 1946
Balance Jan. 1, 1960 224.59
Income during year 7.98
Expended during year 6.00
Balance Dec. 31, 1960 226.57
Colebrook Guaranty Savings Bank















ARLENE G. WHITE ARTHUR M. GOULD
School Board
EDWIN C. FRIZZELL. CHM. Term Expires 1961
THELMA G. COVELL Term Expires 1962





THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town
of Columbia qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said district on Monday, the 13'th day of March, 1961, at
8:00 o'clock in the evening to act upon the following
subjects
:
1. To choose a Moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of
any other officers or agents of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Commit-
tees, or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating there-
to.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the sal-
aries of school district officials and agents, and for the
payment of statutory obligations of the district, and to
authorize the application against said appropriation of
such sums as are estimated to be received from the state
equalization fund together with such other income ; the
School board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation,
which balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
9. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
school board to make application for and to accept, on
behalf of the district, any or all grants or offers for edu-
cational purposes which may now or hereafter be forth-
coming from the State of New Hampshire and/or United
States.
2^'
10. To transact any other business that may legally
come before this meeting-.
Given under our hands at said Columbia this 7th day
of February, 1961.






To the School Board and Citizens of the Columbia
School District
:
It is interesting to note that althoug-h there is no
abatement in the general demand for a further shortening
of the already greatly shortened work week, more and
more is being- heard about the need for "Johnny" to spend
both more hours each day and more days each year in
school. It is noted, also, that in spite of less and less
being heard about the craftsmanship of his dad in this
age of automatism, thero is an increasing demand that
this boy, particularly if he is gifted, be made to confine
his work more to the so-called solid subjects, and that he
be given a real rough time even with the stretch in hours.
In light of what he certainly is going to observe as con-
trasted ito what he is being told, the question might well
arise to what extent is it going to be possible to convince
ihis youngster that it is good.
When one stops to ponder over the stated means by
which it is said better schools will result, old time basis
educational principles of long standing come to mind.
In particular, the focusing of the attention primarily
upon intellectual training ot the utmost ability rather
than upon the "whole child" stands out. Recognition,
too, that the rare qualiies of character such as aspiration,
determination, and purpose are perhaps caught as much
as, if not more than, taught indicates a greater aware-
ness of the imponderables and intangibles in human be-
havior. And the growing conviction that there is no
substitute for challenging work whether done in the
classroom or at home in developing ability to think,
points to the urgency of the provision of schools with a
balance that will hang on to that which has continued
value, delete that which is unessential, and emphasize
that which is most vital.
Teachers
As has been reiterated again and again, with little or
no change in the prolonged teacher shortage in the fore-
seeable future, we are very fortunate to have veteran
teachers in all our schools. The teachers, with respec-
tive schools and grades, are Mrs. Florence B. Hughes,
Church, Grades 1-4; Mrs. Myra A. Holbrook, Grand Div-
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ision, Grades 5-8; and Mrs. Isabella D. Spofford, Cone,
Grades 1-4.
School Nurse - Health
With ever more conclusive evidence gathered to the
effect that with other thing-s being equal, the effective-
ness of work done in school by the pupil is directly pro-
portional to his or her overall health, the importance of
the stellar work done by our school nurse, Mrs. Ethel S.
Sturgis, becomes increasingly more apparent.
Aided as she is with modern up-to-date equipment
and the "know how" through many years of experience,
such professional services are rendered as the administer-
ing of periodic immunizations, the giving of complete
physical examinations every four years, and the conduct-
ing of annual x-ray and pre-school clinics as well as the
many and varied constant check-ups conducted from time
to time during the year.
Repairs - Equipment
Repair work done during the past year has included
the shingling of the front side of the woodished and the
toilet roofs at the Grand Division School ; the shingling
of the classroom section and woodshed roofs on the front
side at the Cone School
;
painting inside both boys' and
girls' toilets at all three schools ; installing an exit door
leading directly from the classroom to the out-of-doors
on the South side of the building at the Church and Cone
Schools ; and such miscellaneous repairs as would keep
all buildings in a good state of maintenance.
Although most equipment purchased this year has
been confined to those items customarily obtained for in-
structional purposes, several additional pupils' chairs
and desks will be needed to accommodate the increased
enrollment in the schools within the district another
year.
Enrollment and Attendance
The enrollment in the schools within the district is
the largest that it has been for six years as it is 65 at the
time of this writing as compared to 59, 58, 54, 54, and 49
for the respective preceding five years. The average
percentage of attendance for the three schools for the
past year was 96.54 and the average number of tardiness-
es per pupil was .14.
The total number of pupils enrolled in schools out-
side the district shows an even more marked increase
25
than it does inside, as it is 67 at the present time in com-
parison to 50, 56, 46, 51 and 46 for the respective preced-
ing five years. A breakdown of these totals taken in the
same successvie order shows 28, 20, 20, 21, 25, and 23 at
the high school level and 39, 30, 36, 25, 26, and 23 at the
elementary level.
Notes on the Budget
The School Board's budget for 1961-62 is $44,731.00
as compared to $38,317.00 for the current year. This
amount is reduced by estimated state aid of $12,O0O'.0O
which leaves a balance of $32,731.00 to be raised by taxes
by the town. For the most part, the substantial increase
in the budget for next year is explained, as will be noted
in the budget breakdown found on subsequent pages in
this report, by provision for increases in salaries, higher
tuition costs, and the purchase of equipment.
Conclusion
May I ag^ain express my deep appreciation to the
members of the School Board, parents, teachers, and citi-
7:ens for all the assistance and cooperation received as we
have worked together in an effort to provide the best pos-
sible education for our boys and girls. It is only with












Total Net Receipts from all sources $36,807.26
Cash on hand at beginning of year, July 1, 1959 70''0'.39
Grand Total Net Receipts $37,507.65
PAYMENTS
1959-60 Total Balance
Budget Spent June 30
Salaries of District
AUDITORS' CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that we have examined the books
and other financial records of the School Board of Colum-
bia, of which this is a true summary for the fiscal year




June 30, 1960 Auditors
DETAILED EXPENDITURES
1959-60
Salaries of District Officers:
Edwin C. Frizzell, School Board $ 60.00
Arthur M. Gould, Auditor—2 years 10.00
Hazel L. Goodrum, Auditor 5.00
Arlene G. White, Auditor 5.00
Erwin L. Parkhurst, School Board 60.00
Thelma G. Covell, School Board 60.00
Harry F. Lang, Moderator 5.00
Annie S. Frizzell, Clerk and Treasurer 65.00
$ 270.00
Supt's Salary :
State Treasurer $ 231.00
In accordance with the laws of 1959, Chapter 189,
Section 48, a breakdown of the total amount paid to the
Superintendent by the State and respective school dis-
tricts follows
:
Marion E. Wells, Clerk 114.55
Irene M. Holt, Secretary 65.25
N. H.-Vt. Hospitalization Service 9.20
$ 229.00
Supplies and Expenses:
N. E. Telephone and Telegraph Co. $ 66.75
Edson C. Eastman Co., Supplies 17.74
Edmund Owen, Postmaster—envelopes 10.25
State Treas., Supt's travel 84.00
Columbia Town Treasurer—reports (2 yrs.) 213.00
Pittsburg School District—phone for nurse 8.15
Ernest B. Dana, office expenses 9.59
Colebrook School District, office expenses 5.27
N. H. School Board Assoc, dues 10.00
Teachers' Salaries:
Florence B. Hughes 2,671.07
Myra A. Holbrook 2,595.58
Isabella D. Spofford 2,761.46
Robert S. Wright 395.67
Colebrook National Bank, withholding tax 1,356.70
N. H.-Vit. Hospiitalization Service, Blue Cross 53.40
Treasurer, State of N. H.—OASI 300.35
Teachers Retirement System 467.90
Mary E. White, Substitute 72.00
$10,674.13
Books and Instructional Aids:
Charles E. Merrill, books $ .82
Follett Publishing Co., books 82.49
Scott, Foresman and Co., books 32.76
Tht Art Centre, brushes 2.25
Ginn and Co., science 54.98
J. L. Hammett Co., forms 5.26
$, 178.56
Scholars Supplies:
American Book Co.. workbooks $ 7.26
Houghton Mifflin Co., tests 7.05
Follett Publishing Co., workbooks 49.95
J. L. Hammett Co., oak tag—supplies 17.66
The Ruwe Pencil Co., pencils 14.37
Eastern Musical—^autoharp 10.11
Mainco Trading Co., supplies 91.99
The Macmillan Co., workbooks 16.73
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Milton Bradley Co., supplies 11.89
Junior Scholasitic, Subscriptions 8.00
Scott, Foresman and Co., workbooks 55.43
American Education Publications, weekly readers 26.50
University of N. H.—film rental 14.30
Paris Industries, magic markers 1.50
Allyn and Bacon, workbooks 9.64
World Book Co., tests 9.21
Charles E. Merrill Co., books 1.40
The Art Centre, paints 1.00
Educational Test Bureau, record folders 1.39
Caledonia Typewriter Co., carbon paper 2.00
Water, Lights, Supplies and Expenses
:
N. H. Electric Coop., lights $ 167.29
Public Service Co., lights 55.58
Red and White Supermarket, supplies 4.77
American Chemical Co., toilet paper,
sweep comp. 11.98
Milton Bradley Co., drinking cups 26.35
W. E. Fuller, oil cloth 2.04
P. A. Hicks and Sons, containers 4.98
Aaron Stevens, water pail 2.50
Fuller Bros., labor—sewer 10.15
Bryant's, cocoa mat 2.39
E. F. Royal, supplies 3.83
Tihe Peck Company, towels 46.70
Repairs and Replacements:
Chester Martin, labor and materials
Lynn Parkhurst, repairs
Hughes Radio and TV, needle
Daniel Hebert, pump
Edwin C. Frizzell, labor on water
Health:
Ethel S. Sturgis, nurse
N. H.-Vt. Hospitalization Service, Blue Cross
Treas., State of N. H.—OASI
Teachers' Retirement System, retirement
Thelma G. Covell, Trans., clinic
Verne Reynolds, Trans., clinic
Dickson's Pharmacy, supplies
Dr. Parsons and Dr. Gifford, physicals








The Crotched Mt. Rehabilitation Center $ 46.08
Colebrook School District $5,248.05 6,136.73
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$
Stratford School District 1,725.00'
$6,973.05 $6,182.81
Special Activities and Special Funds :
N. Y. Athletci Supply Co., balls $ 6.00
Retirement and OASI :
Treasurer, State of N. H., OA.SI $ 255.65
Dept. of Public Welfare—Adm. costs 2.54
Teachers' Retirement System 561.01
$ 819.20
Insurance, Tr. Bonds and Expenses :
Elsie M. Annis, bond $ 10.00
Edwin C. Frizzell, Grange Ins. 79.56
$ 89.56
Land and New Buildings : '
Brandon Haynes, removal of trees.
Cone School $ 35.00
New Equipment:
Paris Manufacturing Co., desks $ 44.70
Brandon Haynes, moving chairs 9.00
The Jarmak Co., chairs 357.06
LaBar Auto Co., moving chairs and desks 2.30













Church, Grades 1-4, 15; Grand Division, Grades 5-8, 19;
Cone, Grades 1-4, 31. Total 65.
TUITION PUPILS AND RATES
Colebrook Academy 21 $399.00
Colebrook Elementary 39 170.00






























c c c G c n











>> IJ != bC >^


